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Office of the Secretary
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Notice dated September 5, 2018
Microsoft Corporation
Request For Confidential Treatment — Confidential Attachment

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Microsoft Corporation (“Microsoft”), by its attorneys and pursuant to Sections 0.457, 0.459,
and 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules,' hereby requests confidential treatment of the attached ex
parte notice which contains trade secrets relating to Microsoft’'s deployment of rural broadband
networks. More specifically, representatives from Microsoft and its partner Connect Americans
Now met with Mr. Nathan Leamer, Policy Advisor to Chairman Ajit Pai and Microsoft
representatives presented confidential information concerning its deployment of its rural
broadband Airband projects. For the reasons described below, the Commission should grant
confidential treatment for this data.

Microsoft requests confidential treatment for this information, because it includes highly
sensitive commercial information concerning specific information related to its Airband
deployments. Microsoft has not made this information public at this time, because it treats the
information as non-public strategic corporate information. As a consequence, this information
qualifies for exemption from disclosure under Section 0.457(d) of the Commission’s rules,
which provides that trade secrets and other similarly sensitive commercial information will not
be made available for public inspection.? Given its sensitive nature, this information falls
squarely within Section 0.457(d) and should be exempt from disclosure and afforded
confidential treatment under Exemption 4 of the Freedom of Information Act.

147 C.F.R §§ 0.457, 0.459, and 1.1206.
247 C.F.R. § 0.457(d).
Cooley LLP 1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 700 Washington, DC 20004-2400
T: (202) 842-7800 f: (202) 842-7899 cooley.com
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In the event that you have any questions, please contact me.

Very truly yours,

e

Henry H. Wendel
Counsel for Microsoft Corporation

Enclosure
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September 5, 2018 Office of th :’;m:ssmn

Notice of Ex Parte Communication

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12 Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Re: ET Docket No. 16-56, ET Docket No. 14-165. ET Docket No. 04-186, RM-11745

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On August 31, 2018, Paula Boyd, Mike McMahon, Vickie Robinson, and Suhail Kahn of
Microsoft Corporation (“Microsoft”), Richard Cullen of Connect Americans Now (“CAN”), and
I met with Mr. Nathan Leamer, Policy Advisor to Chairman Ajit Pai. We discussed the need for
the Commission to conclude the above referenced proceedings. Concluding the proceedings will
provide the certainty needed to sustain investments in the television white spaces ecosystem
including the investments by chip manufacturers to incorporate white spaces spectrum into a
broad range of chips. This in turn will assist in lowering prices for consumer premises
equipment. Furthermore, we discussed the attached slides that detail how Microsoft’s
partnership with broadband providers on existing projects across the country which through the
use of television white spaces and other technology solutions, are providing broadband in rural
areas in a number of states. Additionally, CAN showed the video available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=nM2yre0CkM4 and provided an update
on its recent efforts and the positive feedback it has received from rural residents who have been
able to use this innovative broadband technology.

Microsoft’s presentation included Highly Confidential Information. A redacted version
of the presentation is enclosed with this letter, which has been filed electronically in the above-
referenced dockets. A highly confidential version is also being filed with the Commission in
accordance with 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.457, 0.459, and 1.1206. In accordance with the Commission’s
rules, Microsoft respectfully requests that unredacted copies of this presentation not be made
publicly available.

Cooley LLP 1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 700 Washington, DC 20004-2400
t: (202) 842-7800 f: (202) 842-7899 cooley.com
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If you require any additional information, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

Robert M. McDowell
Counsel to Microsoft Corporation

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Nathan Leamer

Cooley LLP 1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 700 Washington, DC 20004-2400
t: (202) 842-7800 f: (202) 842-7899 cooley.com
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